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MESSAGE 2:

JESUS THE CHRIST

SUGGESTED PASSAGE: John 1:35-42 [NASB)

35 Again the next day John was standing with two of his
disciples, *¢ and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God!"*” The two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus. *® And Jesus turned and saw
them following, and said to them, “VWhat do you seek2” They
said to Him, “Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where
are You staying?” *” He said to them, "Come, and you will
see.” So they came and saw where He was staying; and they
stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. #°
One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4! He found first his own brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which
translated means Christ).

MESSAGE GOAL: The goal of this message is fo infroduce

you to the name of Jesus that is a title, “Christ,” the Messiah of
Anoinfed One, and show you how you can put the power of

His anointing fo work in your life.

INTRODUCTION: My given name is Tony. Most people
know me as Tony Evans. This name is my self-identification, and
I will always answer to it when | hear it.

Sometimes people will also address me by a title, whether
reverend or pastor, or perhaps even brother. VWhen people ad-
dress me in this way, they are referencing my role and respon-
sibility as the pastor of this church. And many times, people will
combine my personal name with my tille as a fuller expression
of who they consider me o be.

When it comes to Jesus, King of kings and lord of lords, the full
biblical expression of His name and identity is the Lord Jesus
Christ. Sometimes, people say the three names together, as the
biblical authors did on occasion. But at other times, the names
are separated. Sometimes, you just read “Jesus.” Other times,
He is called “Jesus Christ,” “Christ,” or “lord.” Each expression
has a unique nuance to it.

In our first message of this series on the names of our Savior,

we focused on His personal name, “Jesus,” meaning the Savior
or Deliverer who came to save His people from their sins. Our
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focus today is on the title “Christ,” which speaks of Jesus’ role
as the Messiah or Anointed One of God.

SERMON POINTS:

1. JESUS’ COMING AS THE LONG-EXPECTED MES-
SIAH OF ISRAEL IS A THRILLING REMINDER THAT
GOD’S KINGDOM PURPOSES WILL BE ACCOM-
PLISHED:

o The word “Christ” is the Greek translation of the
Hebrew word "Messiah,” both of which mean “the
anoinfed one.”

. This term appears over 500 times in the New Testo-
ment, which tells us something about how much Israel
was looking forward its Messiah.

J CGod also made certain promises to Israel and fo the
world that would be fulfilled by the reign of the Mes-
siah.

J John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the highly anticipat-

ed One (John 1:29), and Andrew went to Peter with
the good news (v. 41).

o Jesus identified Himself as “the Christ” to the two dis-
ciples on the Emmaus road (Luke 24:25-27).
J Christ's genealogies prove the legitimacy of His claim

fo be Messiah and descendant of King David who will
one day rule as King over the earth [Matthew 1:1-17;
Luke 3:23-38).

2, CHRIST’S ANOINTING AS PROPHET, PRIEST AND

KING BRINGS HUGE, ETERNAL BENEFITS FOR US:

o In the Bible, fo receive an anointing signaled that the
person being anointed was qualified for the office he
was to assume, and that he had God's blessing.

° In the Old Testament, prophets, priests and kings
were anoinfed for service—all in anticipation of the
Messiah,who would fulfill all three in Himself.

J Jesus is the great Prophet, the spokesperson for God
(Deuteronomy 18:15-19).
. When Jesus spoke, it was as if God His Father was

speaking. Jesus not only spoke God's Word, He was
and is God's Word (John 1:1; Hebrews 1:1-2).
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o This means that Jesus is the final, authoritative word on
any subject. He is “the Alpha” and “the Omega”
(Revelation 22:13), the entire alphabet of truth on any
subject.

° Jesus is also our High Priest, who stands between the
people and God to represent them to God and offer
sacrifices for their sins.

J Jesus’ priesthood eliminates the need for a human
priesthood (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-
16).

J Jesus’ priesthood is eternal because it is reckoned
through Melchizedek, not Aaron (Hebrews 5:1-10;
/:1—8:13).

. Jesus is also our King who will someday rule over all in

His kingdom (Isaich 9:6; Revelation 11:15).

3. WHEN WE ALLOW JESUS CHRIST, THE ANOINT-
ED ONE, TO ANOINT OUR LIVES, HE CAN RULE
AND OVERRULE ANY CIRCUMSTANCE:

° In Galatians 2:20, Paul invoked the name “Christ”
twice fo identify Jesus as the Anoinfed One, the Mes-
siah.

. When we identify with Christ, we don't lose our
personality or identity or racial orientation, but we are
changed.

J Union with Christ means we have given Him permis-
sion fo let His anointing flow through us so that the life
we now live, we live "by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Galatians
2:20).

° Thus, Christ is our final Word as the anointed Prophet
of God, our mediating Priest in heaven and our Ruler
and OverRuler of circumstances of life.

o This means that He s free to flow His anointing in me,
fo me and through me to others.
° Jesus is the Christ, and when you have accepted Him

you receive the anointing.

SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS:

YOUR MORNING COFFEE:

Once you add cream and sugar fo black coffee, it doesn't look
or faste the same. The coffee may come out of the pot black,
but cream and sugar fransform it because there has been a
stiring—even though it is still coffee. It looks and tasfes different
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because a union has occurred that cannot be undone—just as
our union with Christ has fransformed us even as we continue to
be the people God created us to be.

HIGH JUMPERS AND POLE VAULTERS:

Olympic high jumpers can clear almost eight feet by their own
effort, using nothing but their bodies. But pole vaulters lean on
a long pole they anchor in the ground, and they can soar over
eighteen feet. Both kinds of athletes are trying fo do the same
thing: go as high as they can and clear the bar. But high jump-
ers are doing it with their own human effort, while pole vaulters
lean on another power to soar higher, to propel themselves to
heights they could never reach on their own.

QUOTES BY DR. TONY EVANS:

"When all of the Old Testament prophets spoke, their message
was, ‘Thus saith the Lord.” But when Jesus came on the scene,
He said, 'l say unto you." The human prophets were simply
arficulating what God told them fo tell the people. When Jesus
spoke, however, He spoke with the direct authority of God.”

"The problem today is that Jesus, who has been anointed as
Messiah, is not allowed to be the last word on every subject.
But He is the last word on the definition of being a woman or a
man. He is the last word on the definition of when life begins.
He is the last word on the definition of marriage. He is the last
word on the definition of government. He is the last word on
the definition of justice. He is the last word on the definifion of
rightecusness. He is the last word on any subject matter you
bring up.”

"A lot of people will use the name ‘God" who want to skip
using the name of Jesus. So, let me save you some time. If you
use the name God, but you skip Jesus, what you have done is
disconnected yourself from God. You can't skip Jesus and get fo

God."

"Jesus is Prophet, Priest and King. If He is Prophet, it means
that He is the last word. If He is priest, it means that He is your
connecting point with God the Father. If He is King, it means
that He is ruling over you. With each one of these fitles comes
the anoinfing, which has to do with Christ's official designation
in that area over your life. So, if there is any rejection of Christ,
you not only lose fellowship with the Person of Christ, you lose
the ability fo benefit from the anointing of Christ.”
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